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1. Is Al killing art?
2. How to take Good Photos?

3. How not to be scared at a Modern
Art museum



Microsoft’'s new drawing bot is an Al
artist
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NFrom t
painting IS
deadao

d Paul Delaroche,
1839

Slide by Aaron Hertzmann



NThi s 1 s t he
| am glad | have had my
day. o
J.M.W. Turner, 1839

Slide by Aaron Hertzmann



Portraiture in 1838
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1851:Jabez Hogg Making

Slide by Aaron Hertzmann



Hosemann, 1843

nOne Kk n oplaographyahis harmed
painting considerably, and has killed
portraiture especially, once the livelihood
of the artist.o

- Henry Le Secq, painter-photographer,
1863

Slide by Aaron Hertzmann



NThe 1T mitator 1| s
creature. If the man who paints only
the surface he sees before him were
an artist, the king of artists would be
the photographer. It is for the artist to
do something beyo

I J.M. Whistler, 1878 (paraphrased)

Slide by Aaron Hertzmann



NAccurate dr a
the essential thing to aim

at, because the reflection

of reality in a mirror, would
not be a picture at all, no
more than a p

I Vincent Van Gogh, 1888 (paraphrased)

Slide by Aaron Hertzmann



Photography: Summary

At first, it looked like photography
automated art

Many artists feared and disparaged it

Netiinal AniteAamMmaoce:

These trends often repeat with each new art technology
MINCVVY Al t 1UILTTH UJI IULUHI alJl I)l}

Alnvigorated old art forms (painting)

AJobs affected: portraiturists replaced
with photo studios

Almage creation made available to
hobbyists

Slide by Aaron Hertzmann



Aln those early d.
frightened of the computer. They felt
it was going to take their jobs away.
We spent a lot of time telling people, .
"No, 1 t68i fudbeani
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creativity! oo
d Alvy Ray Smith, on the very early

days at NYIT and Lucasfilm Graphics
Group

Slide by Aaron Hertzmann



Read Aaron
Hertzmann to learn

‘ cinema.mosfilm.ru

Aaron Hertzmann's blog

When Machines Change Art

At a few times in history, new technologies came along that changed the way we make art.
Machines, chemicals, and/or algorithms replaced some of the steps that artists did, changing
how we made art—and, sometimes, radically transforming what we thought think art is.

Now seems like one of those times.

When change happens, it's surprising, and it's tempting to see it in extremes: the new
technology is either going to improve everything or ruin everything. But the reality of how past
technologies changed art is nuanced and complex, with different effects for different
communities in the short-range and then the long-range.

In this post, I'm specifically focused on technologies that automate (or seem to automate) steps

of the artistic process. What can past examples of such technologies changing art have in

common, and do they have lessons for the current moment?



https://aaronhertzmann.com/2022/12/17/when-tech-changes-art.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawG7NcJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHVCmzPFKsjNC7Z3GbqbJx94tnIPuOkaAolQE4BvOSK6LkrUFTIdGRHsoaw_aem_8WfQsdc4DQuzLcQ9o64U-A

What Makes a Great Picture?

-

| © Robert Doisneauﬁ, 1955
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Framing

Photography is all about framing. We see a subject --
and we put a frame around it. Essentially, that is
photography when all is said and done.o

-- from photo.blorge.com




Frame serves several purposes:

1. It gives the image depth

2. If used correctly, framing can draw the eye of
the viewer of an interest to a particular part of
the scene.

3. Framing can bring a sense of organization or
containment to an image.

4. Framing can add context to a shot.

http://digitalphotographyschool.com/blog/framgourimages/



http://digital-photography-school.com/blog/frame-your-images/

Examples of nice framing

http://flickr.com/photos/paulosacramento/22654569
http://flickr.com/photos/chrisbeach/13868545/
http://flickr.com/photos/74531485@N00/929270814
http://flickr.com/photos/freakdog/223117229/
http://flickr.com/photos/cdm/253805482/



http://flickr.com/photos/paulosacramento/226545698/
http://flickr.com/photos/chrisbeach/13868545/
http://flickr.com/photos/74531485@N00/929270814/
http://flickr.com/photos/freakdog/223117229/
http://flickr.com/photos/cdm/253805482/

Rules of Thirds

http://www.photo96.com/blog/?p=371



Other examples
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Leading Lines







More examples




Textures and Patterns




Prof - Obvious what one should be looking at
le easy to separate subject from the
background. Snap i unstructured, busy, filled
“Look Into” by Josh Brown @ Flickr with clutter.




Simplicity

“alien flower” by Josef F. Stuefer @ Flickr




Simplicity

“Waiting in line!” by Imapix (@ Flickr



B&W for Simplicit

e AT
!‘(E’Q‘q b

i

A .-a '.Jg._ Ky - \
T NS =
A
A/ B r A

B oy




B&W for Simplicity
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Photo by A. A. Efros



Photo by A. A. Efros



ébut not al ways




